
Ties that Run     

Deeper than Trade 
  

 

In the fall of 2015, Wisconsin’s Lt. Governor Rebecca Kleefisch led a business development mission to Japan.  

The delegation met with corporate and governmental leaders promoting Wisconsin and its key industry 

clusters; the Lt. Governor also delivered remarks to the Midwest U.S.-Japan Association. 
 

I am not the first person from Wisconsin to travel across a continent and an ocean to come to Japan.  A century 

ago, another native of my state made a similar trek.  Augustus Groeschel was a German-American from 

Kewauskum.  A brewer of beer by training and family tradition, Augustus’s answer to Prohibition in the United 

States was to board a steamer bound for Japan, to take a job as 

maltster and brewmaster with the Kirin Brewing Company.  

Augustus introduced the four-drum method of malthouse brewing 

and he developed the first malt suitable for brewing that was 

made exclusively from Japanese-grown barley.    

Forty years ago, a similar story unfolded in the opposite direction.  

A young Yuzaburo Mogi came from Japan to the United States, 

to Wisconsin, looking for a place to make soy sauce, lots and lots 

of soy sauce.  Kikkoman was the first Japanese soy sauce maker 

to set down roots in the United States.  It was a brave move at the 

time, and yet Chairman Mogi’s vision and boldness have been 

more than vindicated over the years, as that plant now produces 

more soy sauce than any other facility worldwide. 

The stories of Augustus Groeschel and Yuzaburo Mogi are tied together by more than a connection to 

Wisconsin: both men were innovators and risk-takers, with a passionate commitment to excellence.  

Similarly, the two stories center around the same resources that make Wisconsin a great place to live, work, and 

do business.  Augustus Groeschel came to Wisconsin looking for great grains and clear waters.  Chairman Mogi 

found a fit for his soy sauce in Wisconsin because of our state’s clean air and fresh groundwater, both integral 

to fermentation, and close proximity to soybean and wheat farms, all served 

by a strong transportation infrastructure. 

Alongside our abundant natural and agricultural resources, Chairman Mogi 

also found a fantastic workforce, hard-working, ethical, educated.  That’s true 

of the more than 175 Wisconsinites who show up every day at Kikkoman in 

Walworth.  These workers are the descendants of Augustus Groeschel, and 

they have that same pioneering spirit, incredible work ethic, and dedication to 

excellence in their craft.   

Yet the friendship between Wisconsin and Japan runs deeper than the 

economic ties that stretch back across the decades with companies like 

Kikkoman and Kirim Brewing.  And it goes beyond the wonderful 

relationship Wisconsin enjoys with our sister state of Chiba.  Our friendship 

stems from the stronger ties that come from shared values and shared dreams.  

The dreams that bring an immigrant brew-master to a far foreign land, and the 

heir to a 300-year family legacy to the farm fields of Wisconsin.  We are 

grateful for that strong friendship. 


