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For the first time since its founding in 1948, the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) will hold the World 

Conservation Congress (WCC) in September 2016 in the United 

States.  Hawai‘i was selected as the ideal meeting place after a 

competitive bid among 8 contender cities.  Over 8,000 international 

leaders from all sectors of government, non-governmental 

organizations, businesses, United Nations agencies and social 

organizations are expected to gather in Hawai‘i to discuss, debate, 

and decide solutions for our communities’ most pressing environmental and developmental 

issues. 

 

The distinguished honor of hosting the IUCN’s WCC in Hawai‘i will not only provide an 

environment that reflects the vibrant biological and demographical diversity of ecosystems but 

also our people’s commitment to conservation and sustainability.  This rare occasion provides a 

unique opportunity to showcase Hawai‘i’s initiatives on conservation and sustainability, but also 

highlight the work of the federal government and national policies as well. 

 

The road to securing Hawai‘i as the venue for the 2016 WCC was nearly six years in the making.  

It started in 2008, when a contingent of Hawai‘i-based conservation groups attended the 2008 

IUCN WCC in Barcelona, Spain.  It was shortly thereafter that proposing Hawai‘i as a possible 

venue for a future WCC was merely a thought and desire.  Over the next year, a small group of 

the local conservation community started to begin a discussion about this possibility and started a 

grassroots effort to reach out to potential partners to garner interest and support.  Over time and 

meeting after meeting, the coalition of support for this effort grew steadily as more and more 

partners expressed their interest and support.  Within a couple of years, the State of Hawai‘i and 

members of Hawai‘i’s Congressional delegation were informed of this ongoing local effort.  Five 



years after the initiative to propose Hawai‘i as a possible venue, the effort became official when 

the Council of IUCN welcomed the bid from Hawai‘i, with the full support of the U.S. 

Department of State. 

 

Each WCC serves as an important milestone in the conservation and sustainability efforts of our 

collective community.  IUCN Members and partners gather together to reflect on previous 

commitments and goals, provide status updates on ongoing efforts and initiatives and develop 

new benchmarks and initiatives for the next several years.  The key achievement of the 2012 

WCC was the “Jeju Declaration,” which captured the essence of the IUCN Programme for the 

period of 2013 to 2016, which focuses on:  valuing and conserving nature; effective and 

equitable governance of nature’s use; and deploying nature-based solutions to global challenges 

in climate, food, and development. 

 

Now, as the United States and Hawai‘i prepare to be the host of the 2016 WCC, we have a 

tremendous opportunity to showcase and stimulate a myriad of important discussions and 

conversations that will be held regarding conservation and sustainability. 

 

The United States is seen as a leader in the international community on many accounts, from our 

economic position to our ability to affect international cooperation and understanding on a 

multitude of issues.  At the federal level, President Obama’s administration has taken the lead in 

reducing our nation’s output of greenhouse gases, expanded ocean stewardship and marine 

conservation initiatives, launched the “America’s Great Outdoors” initiative by pursuing public-

private partnerships, and the created Brand USA, the nation’s first global marketing effort in part 

to help promote the United States as a premier travel destination. 

 

Home to approximately 1.4 million people across seven major islands,1 Hawai‘i faces several 

environmental challenges in the decades to come.  From the increasing cost of importing fuel to 

continued coastal/beach erosion, suffering sea-level rise of as high as two feet,2 and facing the 

continued possibility of tsunamis and earthquakes, striking a balance of conservation and 

sustainability remains key to Hawai‘i’s future and its people.  More than ever before, Hawai‘i is 

diligently working towards conservation and sustainability.  In recent years, there has been a 

renewed commitment to preserving and perpetuating our host culture, increasing our efforts in 

                                                            
1 http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/15000.html 
2 http://science.nbcnews.com/_news/2013/02/21/17044546-hawaii-to-suffer-most-as-global-sea-levels-rise-study-says?lite 



conservation and sustainability by pursuing aggressive renewable energy initiatives, and 

ultimately working towards a more sustainable and vibrant future. 

 

Our commitment to conservation and sustainability remains paramount to our work as elected 

officials and in ensuring that we create a vibrant and sustainable environment for future 

generations.  That is why international cooperation to identify and work towards common 

solutions and goals, especially in mitigating global climate change is critically important.  

Reflecting on where we are today, it is easy to forget that there are many possible stakeholders 

outside of government that can help contribute to our success.  Luckily for us, the local 

conservation community a is tight-knit and focused group, intent on exploring and pursuing the 

best conservation and sustainability practices and showcasing our local and national efforts with 

the international community. 

 

 


