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Resolution Promoting Suicide Awareness and Prevention
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WHEREAS, the country has endured an unprecedented pandemic with a clear impact on mental health
and a yet unknown impact on suicide rates, and
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WHEREAS, there is a two-year delay in making suicide data available to health professionals and
researchers in the United States due to a lack of a uniform reporting mechanism for deaths by suicidei,
and
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WHEREAS, a real-time reporting system would allow existing suicide-related services to more
effectively meet the needs of their communities, similar to how public health professionals have used
data regarding the spread of the novel coronavirus, and
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WHEREAS, a suicide occurs every 11 minutesii and it is estimated that each suicide impacts up to 135
individualsiii and that upwards of 40 percent of Americans are impacted by suicideiv, and
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WHEREAS, most communities in the United States rely on systems designed for medical emergencies
to respond to individuals in a mental health crisisv, and
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WHEREAS, suicide is an issue that does not discriminate and suicide prevention and access to crisis
intervention services are a bipartisan issue, and
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WHEREAS, 9-8-8 has been established by Congress with unanimous bipartisan support as the national
3-digit National Suicide Prevention Lifeline and the volume of calls is expected to double when the line
goes live in 2022, and
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WHEREAS, populations at high risk of suicide include residents of rural counties in the U.S. who have
a significantly greater rate of suicide than the national average; and American Indian and Alaska Natives
who have the highest rate of suicide of any U.S. racial/ethnic group; and Black youth who have the
fastest increasing suicide death rate of any U.S. racial/ethnic group; and youth who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, or queer who are 4 times more likely to contemplate suicide than their peersvivii,
and
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WHEREAS, all persons in crisis require timely access to effective crisis services to address mental
health emergencies, and
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Lieutenant Governors Association
encourages effective implementation of crisis services through:
1) the development of real-time data collection mechanisms to track suicide deaths in the United States
in real-time to enable health professionals and researchers to bolster efforts to prevent suicide, and
2) working to ensure that 9-8-8, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, and
other crisis services are the most effective by being equipped to provide specialized resources to
high-risk populations.

ADOPTED, this day, the 27th of August 2021.
Sponsors: Secretary of State Ed Buchanan (R – Wyoming), Lt. Governor Pamela Evette (R – South Carolina),
Lt. Governor Adam Gregg (R – Iowa), Lt. Governor Bethany Hall-Long (D – Delaware), Lt. Governor Kevin
Meyer (R – Alaska), Lt. Governor Dianne Primavera (D – Colorado), Lt. Governor Boyd Rutherford (R –
Maryland), Lt. Governor Juliana Stratton (D – Illinois)
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