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FRN Chapters ● 202 chapters in 46 states and DC

● 6.9 million pounds of food 
recovered = 5.7 million MEALS to 
our neighbors in need



What issues does Food Recovery Network address?

● Food Waste

● Hunger

*Demands magnified due to the COVID-19 
pandemic

● Food insecurity is rising
○ 38 million → 55 million people 

hungry in the US as a result of the  
pandemic 

○ Today, 42 million people are food 
insecure in the US

● Disruption in food system
○ Food is being wasted at nearly 

every level of the food supply 
chain

○ Farmers turn to tilling produce 
back into the soil

1 in 8 people

struggles with 
hunger*

*



1. Source 
Reduction

2. Feed Hungry 
People

3. Feed Animals
4. Industrial Uses
5. Composting



STRATEGY 2

● Increase Impact
● Deepen commitment of 

partners in key areas
● Support & strengthen 

communities

STRATEGY 3

● Amplify voice
● Mobilize and educate 

students/alumni on relevant 
advocacy issues

● Increase FRN’s media presence

STRATEGY 1

● Create powerful partnerships
● Train and mobilize college 

students to recover surplus 
food

● Track impact of investment

Results Count Framework
Result: Recover surplus to feed everyone who is hungry in the U.S.

Bedrock Work (Continuing)

Indicators: 26M tons of excess food 
in commercial/institutional settings

Systems-Change Work (New)

Indicators: Economic security of the 
42M food insecure people in the U.S.

Factors: Mitigate waste, recover 
surplus food, fight climate change



Impact: Total Pounds of Food Recovered

15,595 
pounds 

of surplus farm 
produce

recovered

From October 2020 to December 2021, FRN piloted three strategies in 
Atlanta, GA aimed to answer the question, how can we feed the most 

people, with the most need, fastest? 



Indicator: Economic security of 42 million food insecure 
individuals. Strategy: advocacy

In November, FRN began 
collaborating with Weight 
Watchers to advocate for 

stronger liability protections 
for food donors. FRN signed an 

initial letter of support to 
amend the Emerson Act, and 

dozens of students in our 
network have signed an open 
petition to move this initiative 

forward as well.

FRN has joined the “fight for $15”, which 
seeks to update the federal minimum wage 
from $7.25 per hour to $15 per hour. We’re 
joining this critical push to support fair 
wages for hourly workers because our 
network is composed of young people, 
current students and alumni, dining staff, 
and farm workers alike, who are often 
working hourly wage positions and 
deserve a fair wage for their work.

https://www.change.org/p/stop-food-waste-and-fight-food-insecurity-by-amending-the-emerson-act?utm_source=Website+Header&utm_medium=Website+Header&utm_campaign=Weight+Watcher%27s+Petition
https://bit.ly/FRNfor15


Food Recovery Verified (FRV) is a program of 
FRN that provides national recognition to food 
businesses and events that are working to fight 
waste and feed people through food recovery.

Food Recovery Verified
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