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1 Resolution in Support of Awareness and Importance of Oral Health Care 
  

2 

3 

WHEREAS, oral health is a critical component of overall health affecting speech, nutrition, growth and 

function, social development, employability and productivity, and quality of life, and 

  

4 

5 

WHEREAS, good self-care, such as brushing with fluoride toothpaste, daily flossing, and professional 

treatment, is key to good oral health, and 
  

6 

7 

8 

WHEREAS, untreated dental disease is linked to adverse health outcomes associated with diabetes, 

stroke, heart disease, bacterial pneumonia, pre-term and low birth weight deliveries, and in some 

instances, death, and  
  

9 

10 

WHEREAS, routine dental care, by identifying and treating periodontal problems, can help the more 

than 30 million American adults suffering with diabetes better manage their blood glucose levels, and 

   

11 

12 

13 

WHEREAS, where nearly one in eight opioid prescriptions are related to dental treatment, routine 

dental care can help prevent tooth decay and dental pain, reducing the need for opioid or other 

potentially addictive medication, and 

  

14 

15 

WHEREAS, access to dental care is associated with higher utilization of preventive and restorative 

dental services, and 

  

16 

17 

WHEREAS, more can be done for low-income residents who suffer more tooth decay than those 

residents with higher-income, and 

  

18 WHEREAS, Americans deserve access to high quality oral health care. 

  

19 

20 

21 

22 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Lieutenant Governors Association 

recognizes the importance of oral health as a critical component of overall health while also recognizing 

the importance of oral health awareness efforts at the local, state, and federal levels to improve the oral 

health of all. 

  

23 

24 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA supports the development of consistent state and local 

policies to promote optimal oral health. 
  

 

ADOPTED, this day, the _____ of March, 2021. 

 

Sponsors: Lt. Governor Adam Gregg (R – Iowa), Lt. Governor Juliana Stratton (D – Illinois) 
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1 

2 

The Role of the State and Federal Governments for Success in the Global Economy 

Resolution Regarding Trade and International Investment 

  

3 WHEREAS, the United States (U.S.) is the world’s largest economy, and 

  

4 

5 

WHEREAS, the U.S. is the world’s largest importer and exporter of goods and services, according to 

the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), and 
  

6 

7 

8 

WHEREAS, trade is critical to America’s prosperity – fueling economic growth, supporting good jobs 

at home, raising living standards, and helping Americans provide for their families with affordable goods 

and services, and  
  

9 

10 

11 

WHEREAS, in 2019, the total U.S. trade with foreign countries was $5.6 trillion. That was $2.5 trillion 

in exports and $3.1 trillion in imports of both goods and services, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, 

and 

   

12 

13 

14 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce says half of all U.S. manufacturing jobs depend on 

exports, one in three acres on American farms is planted for international sales, and 49 out of every 50 

U.S. companies that ship to other countries are small businesses (2020), and 

  

15 

16 

WHEREAS, the State International Development Organization (SIDO) says firms that export pay 15-20 

percent higher wages on average than their non-exporting competitors (2020), and 

  

17 

18 

WHEREAS, trade and international investment will be essential to U.S. and world economic recovery 

following the global pandemic of COVID-19, and 

  

19 

20 

WHEREAS, states and territories and the federal government have a role in trade, in attracting 

international investment, and in export promotion, and 

  

21 

22 

23 

WHEREAS, the USTR has authority to negotiate international trade agreements on behalf of the United 

States, and those negotiations can have a major impact on the states and territories, and on American 

businesses, employers, employees and consumers, and 

  

24 

25 

26 

27 

WHEREAS, states and territories play a key role in assisting businesses in exporting their products and 

services; in attracting investment into their respective states and territories; and in gathering and 

communicating trade policy concerns on behalf of their businesses, workers, and residents to the federal 

government. 
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28 

29 

30 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Lieutenant Governors Association asks 

the federal government to collaborate regularly and meaningfully with states and territories to promote 

U.S. exports, attract foreign investments, and negotiate or renegotiate international trade agreements. 

  

31 

32 

33 

34 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA encourages the federal government to craft trade 

policy which protects state and territorial legislative, judicial, and regulatory authority and to collaborate 

with states and territories on trade policy that may impact state or territorial practice or policy on 

procurement, investment and services. 

  

35 

36 

37 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA supports international trade agreements which create 

open, transparent, and fair global markets while ensuring the trading partners of the U.S. adhere to the 

terms of the agreements.  

  

38 

39 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NLGA supports federal legislation that promotes collaboration 

between the states and the federal government on trade policy. 

  
  

 

ADOPTED, this day, the _____ of March, 2021. 

 

Sponsors: Lt. Governor Adam Gregg (R – Iowa), Lt. Governor Kate Marshall (D – Nevada)  



Summary for A RESOLUTION REGARDING TRADE AND INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT 
March 2021 
By:  NLGA Director Julia Brossart  
 
 
A National Lieutenant Governors Association (NLGA) policy resolution is an expression of 
opinion by NLGA members on subjects of importance to states and territories.  NLGA policy 
resolutions may also address internal structure, governance, or policy of the Association.  A 
NLGA resolution may provide a framework and/or guidance for NLGA staff in speaking to a 
topic.  Policy resolutions expire after three years.  
 
This Resolution Regarding Trade and International Investment is an update of the same 
resolution expiring at the March of 2021 Meeting.  The resolution is the same resolution that has 
been in place, updated with current data.   
 
This resolution states the opinion of members regarding international trade.  The resolution 
supports NLGA’s global work.  The resolution also provides a framework for the NLGA Director 
in participating in conversation, meetings, and/or in speaking with the media regarding 
international trade.   
 
The NLGA Director requests favorable consideration to renew this resolution.  
 
-END  
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1 

2 
Resolution Supporting Increased Awareness and Screening, First Steps Toward 

Addressing Alcohol Use Disorder 
  

3 

4 

5 

WHEREAS, Alcohol Use Disorder, or AUD, is a chronic brain disorder that is characterized by an 

impaired ability to stop or control alcohol use despite adverse social, occupational, or health 

consequences, and 

  

6 

7 

WHEREAS, alcohol consumption is the third leading cause of preventable death in the U.S.1 and in 

2015, $32.5 billion was spent on alcohol-related hospitalizations2, and 
  

8 

9 

WHEREAS, ~14.4 million U.S. adults had AUD in 20183 and only ~7% of adults with AUD receive 

treatment4, and  
  

10 

11 

WHEREAS, research has found that drinking alcohol weakens the body’s ability to fight infections, 

increasing the risk of complications from disease, and 

   

12 

13 

WHEREAS, heavy use of alcohol increases the risk of acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), one 

of the most severe complications of COVID-195, and 

  

14 

15 

16 

WHEREAS, research has demonstrated that FDA-approved medication-assisted treatment (MAT) for 

alcohol dependence, coupled with psychosocial therapy, can be effective at helping people on their 

recovery journey. 

  

17 

18 

19 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the National Lieutenant Governors Association (NLGA) 

supports policies and programs that assist communities and their health care providers in the prevention, 

early detection and treatment of alcohol use disorder. 

  

20 

21 

22 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA supports expanded use of existing, validated screening 

tools to provide clinicians with an opportunity to discuss and educate people about the risks of 

problematic drinking. 

 
1 National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. Alcohol Facts and Statistics. https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/brochures-and-fact-
sheets/alcohol-facts-and-statistics.  
2 National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. Surveillance Report #112. 
https://pubs.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/surveillance112/HDS15.pdf. Published August 2018. 
3 SAMHSA. Key substance use and mental health indicators in the United States: results from the 2018 National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health. https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-
reports/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018.pdf  
4 Bandara SN, Samples H, Crum RM, Saloner B. Is screening and intervention associated with treatment receipt among individuals with alcohol 
use disorder? Evidence from a national survey. J Subst Abuse Treat. 2018;92:85-90 
5 WHO – “Alcohol and COVID-19: what you need to know”: http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/437608/Alcohol-and-COVID-
19-what-you-need-to-know.pdf?ua=1   

https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/brochures-and-fact-sheets/alcohol-facts-and-statistics
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/brochures-and-fact-sheets/alcohol-facts-and-statistics
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-reports/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-reports/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018.pdf
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/437608/Alcohol-and-COVID-19-what-you-need-to-know.pdf?ua=1
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/437608/Alcohol-and-COVID-19-what-you-need-to-know.pdf?ua=1
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23 

24 

25 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA supports consumer information and educational tools 

to empower people to address the issue of problematic drinking, obtain important information about 

treatment options and discuss their questions and condition with a healthcare provider.6   

  

26 

27 

28 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA supports continuity of care by increasing awareness of 

treatment options including the use of FDA-approved medication assisted treatment and psychosocial 

therapy for the treatment of alcohol use disorder. 

  
  

 

ADOPTED, this day, the _____ of March, 2021. 

 

Sponsors: Lt. Governor Adam Gregg (R – Iowa), Lt. Governor Bethany Hall-Long (D – Delaware), Lt. 

Governor Kate Marshall (D – Nevada)  

 
6 NIAAA - “Rethinking Drinking.” https://www.rethinkingdrinking.niaaa.nih.gov/tools/  

https://www.rethinkingdrinking.niaaa.nih.gov/tools/


1. O’Malley, S.S., and O’Connor, P.G. Medications for unhealthy alcohol use: Across the spectrum. Alcohol Research & Health 33(4): Page 300. 2011. 2. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and 

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Medication for the Treatment of Alcohol Use Disorder: A Brief Guide. HHS Publication No. (SMA) 15-4907. Rockville, MD: Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration, 2015. Page 2. https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma15-4907.pdf.  4. Acamprosate calcium tablet, delayed release [package insert]. Mahwah, NJ: Glenmark Pharmaceuticals Inc, USA; 

2016. https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/fda/fdaDrugXsl.cfm?setid=43e9ef60-2d85-4394-906b-93042fea099a&type=display. 5. DISULFIRAM [package insert]. North Wales, PA: Teva Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc.; 2015. 

https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/drugInfo.cfm?setid=a49396ee-da77-42df-b94c-130d2fb3dfbc. 6. NALTREXONE HYDROCHLORIDE [package insert]. Webster Groves, MO: Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals; 2017. 

https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/drugInfo.cfm?setid=06ff2d5a-e62b-4fa4-bbdb-01938535bc65. 7. https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2010/021897s015lbl.pdf. 

 

Medications coupled with counseling can be an effective treatment for AUD. 1, 2 

 

Policymakers should support access and funding for the screening and option of 

treatment of alcohol dependence with counseling and FDA-approved medications. 

There are four Federal Drug Administration approved medications used in the treatment of alcohol 

dependence.3  Medications should be part of a comprehensive management program that includes 

psychosocial support. 
 

Acamprosate Calcium4 

Indication:  For the maintenance of abstinence from alcohol in patients with alcohol dependence who are abstinent at treatment 

initiation. Treatment with acamprosate calcium should be part of a comprehensive management program that includes 

psychosocial support. 

Dosage:  The recommended dose of acamprosate calcium delayed-release tablets is two 333 mg tablets (each dose should total 

666 mg). A lower dose may be effective in some patients. 

Frequency of Dosage:  Three times daily.   Route of Administration:  Oral. 

 

Disulfiram5 

Indication:  As an aid in the management of selected chronic alcohol patients who want to remain in a state of enforced sobriety 

so that supportive and psychotherapeutic treatment may be applied to best advantage. Disulfiram is not a cure for alcoholism. 

When used alone, without proper motivation and supportive therapy, it is unlikely that it will have any substantive effect on the 

drinking pattern of the chronic alcoholic. 

Dosage:  250 mg and 500 mg tablets. 

Frequency of Dosage:  Daily.    Route of Administration:  Oral. 

Oral Naltrexone6 

Indication:  In the treatment of alcohol dependence and for the blockade of the effects of exogenously administered opioids. 

Naltrexone hydrochloride tablets have not been shown to provide any therapeutic benefit except as part of an appropriate plan 

of management for the addictions. 

Dosage:  50 mg tablet. 

Frequency of Dosage:  Daily.    Route of Administration:  Oral. 

 

Naltrexone for Extended-Release Injectable Suspension7 

Indication:  For the treatment of alcohol dependence in patients who are able to abstain from alcohol in an outpatient setting 

prior to initiation of treatment. Patients should not be actively drinking at the time of initial administration. Treatment with 

extended-release naltrexone should be part of a comprehensive management program that includes psychosocial support. 

Dosage:  Injectable suspension containing 380 mg of naltrexone in a microsphere formulation in a single-dose vial. 

Frequency of Dosage:  Every 4 weeks/ once a month.  Route of Administration:  Intramuscular (IM) gluteal injection. 

 

 

https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma15-4907.pdf
https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/fda/fdaDrugXsl.cfm?setid=43e9ef60-2d85-4394-906b-93042fea099a&type=display
https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/drugInfo.cfm?setid=a49396ee-da77-42df-b94c-130d2fb3dfbc
https://dailymed.nlm.nih.gov/dailymed/drugInfo.cfm?setid=06ff2d5a-e62b-4fa4-bbdb-01938535bc65
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2010/021897s015lbl.pdf


 

 

  Increased Awareness and Screening – First Steps Toward Addressing Alcohol Use Disorder 
 
 
Alcohol consumption is the third leading cause of preventable death in the US.1  In 2015, $32.5 billion was spent 
on alcohol-related hospitalizations.2  Research has found that drinking alcohol weakens the body’s ability to fight 
infections, increasing the risk of complications from disease. Heavy use of alcohol increases the risk of acute 
respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), one of the most severe complications of COVID-19.3 According to the 
director of the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA), “excessive alcohol consumption 
may not only influence COVID-19 susceptibility and severity, but the broad effects of the pandemic are also 
likely to lead to excessive alcohol consumption.”4 
 

Alcohol Use Disorder, or AUD, is a chronic brain disorder that is characterized by an impaired ability to stop or 

control alcohol use despite adverse social, occupational, or health consequences. AUD affects every community 

and the statistics are staggering:  

• Alcohol use disorder is undertreated and follow-up care following diagnosis is often lacking  

o ~14.4 million US adults had AUD in 20185  

o Only ~7% of adults with AUD receive treatment6 

o 92% of patients with AUD in a large hospital system did not receive an inpatient addiction 

consultation, including linkage to follow-up services7 

 

Research has demonstrated that FDA-approved medication-assisted treatment (MAT) for alcohol dependence, 

coupled with psychosocial therapy, can be effective at helping people on their recovery journey. In order to help 

people take the first, or next, step in their recovery, it is important that states and municipalities support 

improved screening and greater awareness of and access to evidenced-based treatments for alcohol use 

disorders that combine counseling with FDA-approved MATs and other services.  Specifically: 

• Increase screening across the healthcare spectrum –Primary care patients who might benefit from 

alcohol-related interventions or referral are often unrecognized until serious consequences or 

complications of drinking have developed. Expanded use of existing, validated screening tools can 

provide clinicians with an opportunity to discuss and educate people about the risks of problematic 

drinking, and consumer information and educational tools can empower people to address the issue,  

obtain  important information about treatment options and discuss their questions and condition and with 

a healthcare provider.8   

• Support continuity of care by increasing awareness of treatment options – Hospital discharge 

planning with guidance on psychosocial support in conjunction with MATs can help to improve treatment 

outcomes, including reduced ED visits and readmissions.9 Connecting people with alcohol dependence 

to appropriate care resources such as outpatient services, community-based care, and ongoing 

psychiatric treatment may help them maintain a consistent treatment regime on their path to recovery.   

                                                           
1 National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. Alcohol Facts and Statistics. 
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/brochures-and-fact-sheets/alcohol-facts-and-statistics.  
2 National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. Surveillance Report #112. 
https://pubs.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/surveillance112/HDS15.pdf. Published August 2018. 
3 WHO – “Alcohol and COVID-19: what you need to know”: http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/437608/Alcohol-
and-COVID-19-what-you-need-to-know.pdf?ua=1   
4 Director’s Blog: “Alcohol poses different challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic”. https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/directors-blog-
alcohol-poses-different-challenges-during-covid-19-pandemic  
5 SAMHSA. Key substance use and mental health indicators in the United States: results from the 2018 National Survey on Drug 
Use and Health. https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-
reports/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018.pdf  
6 Bandara SN, Samples H, Crum RM, Saloner B. Is screening and intervention associated with treatment receipt among individuals 
with alcohol use disorder? Evidence from a national survey. J Subst Abuse Treat. 2018;92:85-90 
7 D’Amico MJ, Walley AY, Cheng DM, et al. Which patients receive an addiction consult? A preliminary analysis of the INREACH 
(INpatient REadmission post-Addiction Consult Help) study. J Subst Abuse Treat. 2019;106:35-42.  
8 NIAAA - “Rethinking Drinking.” https://www.rethinkingdrinking.niaaa.nih.gov/tools/  
9 Wei J, Defries T, Lozada M, Young N, Huen W, Tulsky J. An inpatient treatment and discharge planning protocol for alcohol 
dependence: efficacy in reducing 30-day readmissions and emergency department visits. J Gen Intern Med. 2015;30(3):365–370 

https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/brochures-and-fact-sheets/alcohol-facts-and-statistics
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/437608/Alcohol-and-COVID-19-what-you-need-to-know.pdf?ua=1
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/437608/Alcohol-and-COVID-19-what-you-need-to-know.pdf?ua=1
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/directors-blog-alcohol-poses-different-challenges-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/directors-blog-alcohol-poses-different-challenges-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-reports/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-reports/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018/NSDUHNationalFindingsReport2018.pdf
https://www.rethinkingdrinking.niaaa.nih.gov/tools/


THE IMPORTANCE OF IDENTIFYING AND 

TREATING ALCOHOL USE DISORDER

A retrospective analysis of commercial insurance claims of a large US health plan in 2005-2009,  

found that total healthcare cost was 30% lower for alcohol-dependent 

patients treated with medications and counseling compared to those who were not. 8

Alcohol consumption is the third leading 

cause of preventable death in the US.1

ALCOHOL USE DISORDER OFTEN GOES UNTREATED

In 2010, the cost of excessive drinking 

in the United States was $249 billion.2

BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR POLICYMAKERS

Alcohol use disorder (AUD) is a chronic brain disorder that is characterized by an impaired ability 

to stop or control alcohol use despite adverse social, occupational, or health consequences. 3

ONLY 4% OF US ADULTS  WHO NEEDED TREATMENT, 

RECEIVED IT.  Over an estimated 14 million adults had AUD 

in 2018, and an estimated 641,000 received treatment .4

AUD TREATED FOR

AUD

~14,240,000

10,000,000 

5,000,000 

0 

“Current evidence shows that medications are underused in the treatment of 

alcohol use disorder, including…dependence.  This is of concern because of the 

high prevalence of alcohol problems in the general population.  For example, data 

show that an estimated 10 percent to 20 percent of patients seen in primary care 

or hospital settings have a diagnosable alcohol use disorder.”7

Medications coupled with counseling can be an effective treatment for AUD.5,6

Policymakers should support access and funding for the screening and option of

treatment of alcohol use disorders with counseling and FDA-approved medications. 

1. National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. Alcohol Facts and Statistics. https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/brochures-and-fact-sheets/alcohol-facts-and-statistics. Accessed June 10, 2020. 2. American Journal of Preventative

Medicine. 2010 National and State Costs of Excessive Alcohol Consumption. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2015.05.031, Published October 01, 2015. Accessed July 6, 2020. 3. National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. Alcohol Use

Disorder. Access July 20, 2020 at: https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohol-health/overview-alcohol-consumption/alcohol-use-disorders. 4. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. 2017-2018 National Surveys on Drug Use and

Health: Model-based Estimated Totals, Accessed July 20, 2020 at: https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/reports/rpt23259/NSDUHsaeTotals2018/NSDUHsaeTotals2018.pdf 5. O’Malley, S.S., and O’Connor, P.G. Medications for

unhealthy alcohol use: Across the spectrum. Alcohol Research & Health 33(4): Page 300. 2011. 6. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Medication for the

Treatment of Alcohol Use Disorder: A Brief Guide. HHS Publication No. (SMA) 15-4907. Rockville, MD: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, 2015. Page 2. https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma15-

4907.pdf 7. Id 2. Page 1. 8. Baser O, Chalk M, Rawson R, Gastfriend DR. Alcohol dependence treatments: comprehensive healthcare costs, utilization outcomes, and pharmacotherapy persistence. Am J Manag Care. 2011;17(8 suppl):S222-S234.
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1 Resolution Recognizing March as National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month 
  
2 

3 

WHEREAS, colorectal cancer (colon cancer) is the second leading cause of death from cancer in the United 

States, but colon cancer is also one of the most preventable and treatable cancers—when caught early, and 

  

4 WHEREAS, 1 in 20 Americans will be diagnosed with colon cancer in their lifetime, and 

  

5 

6 

7 

WHEREAS, individuals have a powerful defense against this disease by getting screened to detect cancer or 

precancerous growths in the colon or rectum (known as polyps), but one in three Americans of appropriate 

age do not get the simple test every year, and  

  

8 

9 

WHEREAS, screenings generally begin at age 50, but some health agencies recommend screenings as early 

as 45 years old, and continue until at regular intervals until age 75, and 

   

10 WHEREAS, in 2000, March was declared National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month, and 

  

11 

12 

WHEREAS, during March, participants generate widespread awareness about colorectal cancer by wearing 

blue, holding events, and talking to family and friends about screening and more, and 

  

13 

14 

15 

16 

WHEREAS, colon cancer awareness B.L.U.E. is more than a color, it is a call to action to Americans to: Be 

screened, and encourage your loved ones to do the same, Live a healthy lifestyle, exercise, eat a balanced 

diet, and avoid tobacco and alcohol in excess, Understand the facts about colon cancer, and Engage others, 

and 

  

17 

18 

19 

WHEREAS, under the leadership of a local doctor, Pennsylvania has grown this effort over eight years with 

the Blue Lights Campaign through which businesses and governments light many of the city's most well-

known buildings and structures in blue for one week in March, and the state capitol is also lit in blue. 

  

20 

21 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Lieutenant Governors Association (NLGA) 

recognizes the month of March as "National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month.” 

  

22 

23 

24 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NLGA promotes colon cancer awareness through the color and call to 

action of B.L.U.E. and the consideration in other parts of the nation and among state capitols of adoption of 

the Blue Lights Campaign. 

  

25 

26 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NLGA encourages Americans to take the necessary steps to get 

screened and promote prevention and early detection of this disease. 
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ADOPTED, this day, the _____ of March, 2021. 

 

Sponsors: Lt. Governor John Fetterman (D – Pennsylvania), Lt. Governor Tim Griffin (R – Arkansas)  

 

 

Summary Document 

https://nlga.us/wp-content/uploads/Resolution-March-as-National-Colorectal-Cancer-Awareness-Month-SUMMARY.pdf


Summary for A Resolution Recognizing March as National Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Month being considered in March 2021 
By:  Liam Monahan, Chief of Staff, Pennsylvania Lt. Governor John Fetterman  
 
 
This Resolution Recognizing March as National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month is a 
national resolution seeking to expand and grow two efforts in the Pennsylvania legislature.  The 
Pennsylvania efforts recognize March as Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month and the Blue 
Lights Campaign.    
 
Regarding the Blue Lights Campaign, participating places and buildings in Philadelphia have 
included PECO, Two Liberty Place, the FMC Tower, the Cira Centre, the Lit Brothers building, 
the Benjamin Franklin Bridge, the Franklin Institute, Lincoln Financial Field and Boathouse Row.  
The State Capitol Building in Harrisburg and courthouses and county buildings across the 
Commonwealth have also been lit up in blue as part of the campaign each March.  The State 
Capitol Building in Harrisburg will be lit up in blue for the month of March in 2021.   
 
This effort has been worked on for eight years by Pennsylvania Dr. Marianne Ritchie, a 
gastroenterologist with Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia.  It is her hope that if people 
are surrounded by the blue lights, they will feel the urgency of the message to talk to their health 
care provider about and get screened for colorectal cancer, whether it is through a colonoscopy 
or another physician-recommended method.   
 
Through this resolution, we seek the support of NLGA Members to join in efforts to promote 
colorectal cancer awareness nationally.   
 
 
-END  
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1 

2 
Resolution Supporting America Recycles Day and the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency National Recycling Strategy 
  
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

WHEREAS, in 2018, in response to international policy changes and other challenges, the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) focused on recycling challenges in the United States, 

which led to the first America Recycles Day Summit. In 2019, the U.S. EPA published the National 

Framework for Advancing the U.S. Recycling System to highlight the current challenges in the nation’s 

municipal and residential recycling system within four key areas: promoting education and outreach, 

enhancing infrastructure, strengthening materials markets, and enhancing measurement, and 

  

9 

10 

11 

WHEREAS, in 2019, the U.S. EPA announced it would work to establish national recycling goals in 

2020 to inspire action and drive participation, innovation, and progress across the entire value chain, 

including consumers, and 

  

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

WHEREAS, America Recycles Day (ARD) 2020 focused the attention of the nation on the importance 

of recycling, and where businesses, government agencies, nonprofit organizations, and individuals have 

joined together to celebrate ARD 2020, through innovation and discovery, and are encouraging their 

employees, staff, customers, membership, and all citizens to pledge to buy more recycled-content 

products, and  

  

17 

18 

19 

20 

WHEREAS, participating in ARD and actively supporting its mission is one of the ways the American 

people can help raise awareness about the need to reduce waste by reusing, recycling, and buying 

recycled products since a successful recycling system is a critical component in reducing the 

environmental impacts of materials across their lifecycle, and 

   

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

WHEREAS, as part of an integrated effort, the U.S. EPA has been developing a draft National 

Recycling Strategy that identifies objectives and actions needed to create a more robust, more resilient 

recycling system. The draft national recycling goals aim to develop standardized definitions for the 

recycling industry to keep pace with today’s diverse and changing waste system. The draft strategy will 

identify actions needed to address these challenges that build on the collaborative efforts by stakeholders 

from across the recycling system that began under the National Framework for Advancing the U.S. 

Recycling System, and 

  

28 

29 

30 

WHEREAS, the U.S. EPA National Recycling Strategy identifies strategic objectives and actions 

needed to create a stronger, more resilient, and cost-effective U.S. municipal solid waste recycling 

system, and 
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31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

WHEREAS, the U.S. EPA obtained preliminary input in the development of the National Recycling 

Strategy from stakeholders, such as the U.S. Conference of Mayors, Environmental Council of the States 

(ECOS), the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials (ASTSWMO), the 

Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI), Tribal representatives, and the South Carolina Department 

of Commerce, and 

  

36 

37 

WHEREAS, recycling has been a critical component of a Sustainable Materials Management (SMM) 

approach, which aims to reduce the environmental impacts of materials across their lifecycle, and 

  

38 

39 

40 

WHEREAS, through the SMM program, stakeholders strive to help meet the material needs of the 

future by providing methods to decrease environmental impacts of materials use while increasing 

economic competitiveness, and 

  

41 

42 

WHEREAS, stakeholders realize that recycling is a key driver of the economy and a way to conserve 

resources and protect the environment, and 

  

43 

44 

WHEREAS, recycling supports a green economy, green jobs, job creation and promotes manufacturing 

of products made from secondary or post-consumer materials, and 

  

45 

46 

WHEREAS, the National Lieutenant Governors Association (NLGA) can play an essential role in state, 

territorial, tribal, and local agency input in the implementation of the national recycling strategies, and 

  

47 

48 

49 

WHEREAS, the NLGA encourages states to avail themselves of the U.S. EPA SMM program, technical 

assistance on resource conservation, recycling, resource recovery, and waste reduction in conjunction 

with its national counterpart, and 

  

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

WHEREAS, the NLGA supports a sustainable and robust recycling program that is important if citizens 

want to leave our nation’s environment healthy and sustainable for future generations. The NLGA 

supports improving recycling rates, access rates, participation rates, job creation, capture rate, and 

tonnage of recyclables landfilled for a more robust recycling system. This leads to investment and 

innovation, which are necessary to strengthen the U.S. recycling system and support industry-wide job 

creation, and 

  

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

WHEREAS, the NLGA recognizes that there is a need to improve local markets for recyclable materials 

and recyclable products and better integrate recycled materials into products and packaging designs. 

Policies, programs, initiatives, and incentives should focus on recycled content. Implementing such a 

system for recycled materials will provide local jobs, add resiliency to market disruptions and create cost 

savings for local businesses, and 
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61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

WHEREAS, ARD helps build on this progress by uniting environmental and community organizations, 

business and industry, and agencies at all government levels as partners in the vital effort to keep 

recycling working.  ARD encourages every business and consumer in the U.S. and the territories, to start 

or enhance recycling efforts and to buy recycled-content products to sustain the economy, improve the 

environment, and preserve precious natural resources for the sake of generations to come. 

  

66 

67 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the NLGA recognizes and encourages the work of the 

U.S. EPA and its efforts to improve recycling throughout the country. 

  

68 

69 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA supports consensus-building and collaboration among 

state and territorial officials on the promotion of the National Recycling Strategy.  

  

70 

71 

72 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA is committed to working with the U.S. EPA to promote 

solutions that can improve the U.S. recycling system and achieve the environmental, economic and 

social benefits of recycling. 

  

73 

74 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA supports a plan for more consistent tracking and 

reporting of municipal and residential recycling activities on a regional and national scale. 

  

75 

76 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NLGA encourages promotion of and engagement with ARD 

every November 15th.    
  

 

ADOPTED, this day, the _____ of March, 2021. 

 

Sponsors: Lt. Governor Pamela Evette (R – South Carolina), Lt. Governor Josh Green (D – Hawaii), LT. 

Governor Kevin Meyer (R – Alaska), Lt. Governor Josh Tenorio (D – Guam)  
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1 Resolution Proclaiming March 28 as Progressive Multiple Sclerosis Day 
  

2 

3 

WHEREAS, there are nearly one million people in the United States [i] living with Multiple Sclerosis 

(MS), a chronic, disabling disease of the central nervous system for which there is no cure, and 

  

4 

5 

WHEREAS, up to 80 percent of people with MS may develop a progressive form of the disease, 

characterized as progressive worsening of neurologic function over time [ii], and 
  

6 

7 

WHEREAS, MS is at least two to three times more common in women than in men, and is typically 

diagnosed when individuals are in the prime of their lives, between the ages of 20 and 50 [iiii], and  
  

8 

9 

10 

WHEREAS, MS can cause many symptoms, including blurred vision, loss of balance, poor 

coordination, slurred speech, tremors, numbness, extreme fatigue, problems with memory and 

concentration, paralysis, blindness and more [iv], and 

   

11 

12 

13 

WHEREAS, due to these symptoms and progression of the disease, people with MS, their families, 

caregivers, employers, and the entire health care system carry substantial clinical and economic burdens 

over a period of many years [v], and 

  

14 

15 

16 

WHEREAS, lost productivity related to loss of employment or the need to retire early due to disease 

progression may be the largest single factor that contributes to the nonmedical financial, familial and 

societal costs of MS [vi], and 

  

17 

18 

19 

WHEREAS, early and appropriate treatment, including the use of disease-modifying therapies, can 

markedly reduce disease activity and accumulation of disability, potentially allowing patients to have a 

more active and independent lifestyle [vii].  

  

20 

21 

22 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that people living with MS, together with their families, 

should be empowered to seek out information to make decisions about the treatment and care they 

receive [viii]. 

  

23 

24 

25 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that March 28, 2021, and annually thereafter, be recognized as 

Progressive Multiple Sclerosis Day by the National Lieutenant Governors Association to increase 

awareness of this disabling disease and support patients living with progressive forms of MS. 

  
 

ADOPTED, this day, the _____ of March, 2021.  

 

Sponsors: Lt. Governor Molly Gray (D – Vermont), Lt. Governor Adam Gregg (R – Iowa), Lt. Governor 

Bethany Hall-Long (D – Delaware), Lt. Governor Kate Marshall (D – Nevada)  
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[i] MS Prevalence. National Multiple Sclerosis Society. www.nationalmssociety.org/About-the-Society/MS-Prevalence. 

Accessed December 2017. 

[ii] Progressive MS. International Progressive MS Alliance. www.progressivemsalliance.org/progressive-ms/the-condition/. 

Accessed December 2017. 

[iii] What is MS? National Multiple Sclerosis Society. https://www.nationalmssociety.org/What-is-MS/MS-FAQ-s. Accessed 

December 2017. 

[iv] Ibid. 

[v]Owens G. Economic Burden of Multiple Sclerosis and the Role of Managed Care Organizations in Multiple Sclerosis 

Management. Am J Manag Care. 2016;22:S151-S158. 

[vi] Ibid. 

[vii] Giovannoni G et al. Brain Health: Time Matters In Multiple Sclerosis. 

http://www.msbrainhealth.org/perch/resources/timematters-in-ms-report-oct15.pdf (Accessed December 2017). 

[viii] Multiple Sclerosis International Federation. Principles to Promote the Quality of Life of People with Multiple Sclerosis. 

http://www.msif.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Principles-to-Promote-the-Quality-of-Life-of-People-with-MS1.pdf 

(Accessed December 2017). 

 

https://www.nationalmssociety.org/About-the-Society/MS-Prevalence
https://www.nationalmssociety.org/About-the-Society/MS-Prevalence
http://www.progressivemsalliance.org/progressive-ms/the-condition/
http://www.progressivemsalliance.org/progressive-ms/the-condition/
https://www.nationalmssociety.org/What-is-MS/MS-FAQ-s
https://www.nationalmssociety.org/What-is-MS/MS-FAQ-s
http://www.msbrainhealth.org/perch/resources/timematters-in-ms-report-oct15.pdf
http://www.msif.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Principles-to-Promote-the-Quality-of-Life-of-People-with-MS1.pdf


 

 
 
 
 

National Lieutenant Governors Association 

Page 1 of 2 
 

 

1 Resolution to Increase Access to Mental and Behavioral Healthcare 
  

2 

3 

4 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted or halted critical mental health services in 93% of 

countries worldwide while the demand for mental health increased (World Health Organization, 

10/5/20), and 

  

5 

6 

7 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting economic recession have negatively affected 

many Americans’ mental health and created new barriers for people already suffering from mental 

illness and substance use disorders, and 
  

8 

9 

10 

11 

WHEREAS, during the pandemic, about four in ten adults in the U.S. have reported symptoms of 

anxiety or depression, a share that has been largely consistent, and which is up from one in ten adults 

who reported these symptoms from January to June 2019, according to the Kaiser Family Foundation 

(KFF) (2/10/21), and  
  

12 

13 

WHEREAS, mental and behavioral strife during the pandemic is happening against a backdrop of high 

rates of mental illness and substance use that existed prior to the current crisis (KFF), and 

   

14 

15 

16 

WHEREAS, history shows the mental health impact of disasters outlasts the physical impact, 

suggesting today’s nationwide, elevated mental and behavioral health needs will continue well beyond 

the coronavirus outbreak itself (KFF), and 

  

17 

18 

19 

WHEREAS, mental and behavioral health care was inequitable prior to COVID so attention must also 

be paid to growing equity in mental health and substance use disorder care (Center for American 

Progress, 9/10/20), and 

  

20 

21 

22 

23 

WHEREAS, as states and territories work on actions to alleviate the burdens of the COVID-19 

pandemic, it will be essential to consider how the increased need for mental health and substance use 

services have grown and will likely persist long term, even if and as new cases and deaths due to 

COVID-19 subside, and 

  

24 

25 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration noted a current and 

growing shortage of mental health and substance use disorder professionals prior to the pandemic, and 

  

26 WHEREAS, this shortage will grow as case demands continue to increase, and 

  

27 

28 

29 

WHEREAS, the use of interstate compacts and licensure reciprocity will increase the supply of mental 

and behavioral health, and substance use disorder treatment providers to meet the ever-increasing 

demand for such services within states, and 
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30 

31 

32 

WHEREAS, interstate compacts and reciprocity will enhance licensure portability for practitioners 

wishing to practice across state lines while allowing state boards to protect patients through enhanced 

sharing of licensure information. 

  

33 

34 

35 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Lieutenant Governors Association 

(NLGA) encourages increased access to clinically-appropriate and evidence-based tele-health audio 

services by insurance companies, Medicare, and Medicaid to expand service to those who lack video-

conferencing equipment or broadband service. 

  

36 

37 

38 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA encourages states and territories to explore and engage 

in the use of interstate compacts and license reciprocity to allow professional counselors who are 

licensed in other states to serve patients located in their own states or territory.   

  
  

 

ADOPTED, this day, the _____ of March, 2021. 

 

Sponsors: Lt. Governor Bethany Hall-Long (D – Delaware), Lt. Governor Boyd Rutherford (R – Maryland) 


