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                School Security 

On December 14, 2012, in Newtown, Connecticut, 20 elementary students and 6 teachers were senselessly and 

violently murdered at the start of their school day.  Within days of that tragedy, legislative leaders asked me to 

lead a statewide effort on school security.  The Oklahoma Commission on School Security (OCSS) contained 

subject matter experts from multiple fields and professions related to school security.  The OCSS's charge was 

to conduct a comprehensive analysis of school security in Oklahoma.  

 

This is my education perspective on school security offering five recommendations and four laws which may 

be of value to any state or territory in assessing school security.   

 

No person or commission can prevent violence.  But these examples are provided to mitigate and lessen future 

potential large scale school violence.  As a parent of two, I know all parents want their children to do well 

academically.  But our larger hope and expectation is to pick up our children in the same condition in which 

we dropped them off in the morning.  Safe and secure. 

 

As the Oklahoma Commission on School Security heard expert testimony, three questions were kept in mind 

as recommendations were discussed and drafted: 

 

• How does this help a principal better secure her or his building, and better prepare for emergencies? 

• What are the implications for implementation? 

• Is it practical, helpful to those on the front lines? 

 

As a result, the Oklahoma Commission on School Security recommended: 

 

1)  Formation of the Oklahoma School Security Institute (OSSI)—The OSSI will operate under the Oklahoma 

Office of Homeland Security and will be a center of best practices and a resource for schools across the state to 

make their school environments safer.  The Oklahoma School Security Institute (OSSI) will serve as a 

complete provider of standardized safety and security training for Oklahoma.   

 



2)  Establishing a Mental Health First Aid Training Pilot Program—The pilot program should be voluntary and 

incorporate the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS) and 

district superintendents in its formation. The pilot program should consider a two-prong approach: 

a.   Train the trainers model 

b.   Certified mental health training 

All aspects of the mental health pilot program should not place any additional mandates on school personnel. 

 

3)  Amend and change state law to require school intruder drills—School intruder drills should be conducted 

by school districts across the state along with fire and tornado drills.  By including these school intruder drills, 

school personnel are given extra training they can use in the event of an unforeseen intrusion.  Required school 

drills are not found in one codified location.  The law needs to be amended so school personnel can easily 

locate what drills are required. 

 

Each public school in the State of Oklahoma should conduct a minimum of 10 school safety drills per school 

year, in which all students, school employees and visitors participate.  Such drills shall conform to the written 

plans and procedures produced by the OSSI and adopted by the district for protecting against natural and man-

made disasters and emergencies.  These drills will include fire, tornado and school intruder drills and any 

additional drills the school wants to conduct as each district deems appropriate. 

 

4)  Require the reporting of illegal firearms found on school property to local law enforcement- The principal 

or school administrator of the school site where a firearm is discovered, should immediately report the 

discovery of the firearm to the local enforcement having jurisdiction for that school district. 

 

5)  Establishing a school security tip line-A tip line should be reinstituted for parents, teachers, students and 

administrators that is available to call in suspicious activity.  The Oklahoma Commission on School Security 

recommends that this tip line be operated by the new Oklahoma School Security Institute (OSSI) in 

coordination with additional law enforcement as needed. 

 

In Oklahoma, four school security laws have been enacted based on these recommendations:  

 

• SB 256 required school districts to conduct lockdown drills in addition to fire, intruder and tornado 

emergency bills. 

 

• SB 257 formed an Oklahoma School Security Institute under the Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security.  It 

is to act as a hub of information and resources related to school security and training. 

 



• SB 258 created a deadline of Nov. 1 by which schools and institutes of higher learning are to provide 

annually updated plans for protecting students, faculty and visitors from disasters and emergencies. 

 

• SB 259 requires school authorities to immediately report to law officers when a firearm is discovered on a 

student who is not a minor or an adult who isn't authorized to possess a firearm on school property.  In those 

cases, the weapon is to be turned over to law officers. 

 


