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Last June, I led a joint delegation from the State of New Mexico and the City of Las Cruces on 

an international trade mission to Taiwan to promote New Mexico and explore new opportunities 

for increased trade. During our visit, we met with more than twenty companies with expressed 

interest in U.S. markets, as well as a dozen trade associations and government trade 

organizations.  

 

In order to support a diverse and growing economy in New Mexico, we must continue to pursue 

new opportunities in the global market. Since establishing sister-state relations in 1985, New 

Mexico and Taiwan have developed a strong, mutually beneficial economic relationship.  

In 2014, our exports to Taiwan exceeded 

$11.3 million – a 65.5 percent increase from 

2013 – making Taiwan New Mexico’s eighth 

largest export market in Asia.
1
 Although 

these are exciting numbers, we believe that 

other opportunities exist to further enhance 

our trade relationship and promote bilateral 

collaboration in energy, agricultural, and 

technological innovation.  

 

Throughout the course of our trade mission, we were able to tell our New Mexico story to new 

and potential partners. The initial response was surprising, yet encouraging. As it turns out, New 

Mexico is one of the best kept secrets in North America. The good news is that as we relayed the 

incentives to do business in New Mexico and shared information regarding our vast natural 

resources, the prospective Taiwanese businesses were noticeably impressed.  
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New Mexico’s selling points are well known to those of us who have witnessed and experienced 

the economic trade growth over the past few years. In 2014, our state led the nation in export 

related job growth and set a record high of $3.8 billion in exports.
2
 That same year, the U.S. 

Department of Commerce, International Trade Administration announced that three of our cities 

– Las Cruces, Farmington, and Santa Fe – ranked among the top five metropolitan areas in the 

nation for export growth. The City of Las Cruces ranked number one in the report with an export 

growth of 210.9 percent, totaling $1.3 billion.
3
 According to the International Trade 

Administration, for every $1 billion in exports, it is estimated that 6,250 jobs are created or 

supported.
4
  

 

While impactful, we believe these gains are 

really just the beginning. After lowering taxes 

thirty-seven times, building a strong 

community at the Santa Teresa Borderplex (a 

gateway to North, Central and South America), 

investing in infrastructure, attracting new 

businesses, and passing legislation to make 

New Mexico competitive in an increasingly 

global market, we are now looking for even 

greater gains in the near future.  

 

In addition to these economic advances, New Mexico has far too many home grown resources to 

be overlooked. As a nation that relies on imports for more than 99 percent of its energy sources, 

Taiwanese officials and companies were amazed to learn that New Mexico is one of the largest 

(currently sixth) net suppliers of energy in the U.S.
5,6

 Meanwhile, our foundational ties to the 

aviation and aerospace industry position New Mexico as a competitor around the world in 

recruiting technology and manufacturing companies hungry for U.S. markets. Add to these facts 

the existence of our two national laboratories and world-class research universities, and the 

potential for educational exchange, collaboration, and new trade is unlimited.  

 

                                                           
2
 Robinson-Avila, Kevin. "New Mexico is No. 1 in export-related job growth." Albuquerque Journal, April 9, 2015. 

3
 Gibbs, Jason. "Las Cruces leading nation in export growth." Las Cruces Sun-News, July 10, 2015. 

 
4
 U.S. International Trade Administration. Commerce Department Celebrates World Trade Week. May 17, 2010. 

http://trade.gov/press/press-releases/2010/commerce-department-celebrates-world-trade-week-051710.asp 

(accessed March 11, 2015). 

5
 U.S. Commercial Service. Doing Business in Taiwan: 2015 Commercial Guide for U.S. Companies. U.S. & 

Foreign Commericial Service and U.S. Department of State, 2015. 

6
 U.S. Energy Information Administration. New Mexico State Profile and Energy Estimates. December 17, 2015. 

http://www.eia.gov/state/analysis.cfm?sid=NM (accessed February 22, 2016). 



As a result of the Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement (ECFA) signed by Taiwan and 

Mainland China in 2010, Taiwan now serves as a gateway to the entire Asian-Pacific market and 

we believe New Mexico is in a prime position to greatly benefit from the growing demand for 

goods and services. Since my return, I have aggressively followed up with all our interested 

business contacts and I will continue to pursue these and other opportunities aimed at 

diversifying our state’s economy and bringing quality, high paying jobs to New Mexico.  

 

John Sanchez has served as Lieutenant Governor of New Mexico since January 2011. He currently serves on the 

National Lieutenant Governors Association (NLGA) Executive Committee as the West Regional Chairman and 

chairs the NLGA International Relations Committee. You can find him on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/johnsanchezfan and follow him on Twitter at @LtGovSanchez. 

 

A version of this column first appeared in the Albuquerque Journal on July 26, 2015. 
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