
Reynolds seeks trade 

partnerships to increase 

careers and incomes in Iowa 
 

 

 

One of my early responsibilities as Iowa lieutenant governor was to lead a trade mission to South Korea and 

China. There were three things that I learned from that trade mission. 

 

First, Iowa is globally recognized for our strong reputation in producing safe and reliable products. Second, 

trade relationships are critical for a healthy Iowa economy. Third, our citizens rely upon us to expand trade 

opportunities. 

 

Rural America, while home to many family farms, also serves as a pathway for global trade. In Iowa, one in 

five jobs depends upon trade. Our farmers and companies send exports to nearly every country in the world. 

 

Last year, Iowa exports totaled $15.1 billion. Our largest market was Canada, followed by Mexico, Japan, 

China and Brazil. Iowans understand a robust economy and our future success is driven by the ability to expand 

trade throughout the world. 

 

That's why it's essential to support the passage of the Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) and specific market-

opening agreements like the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). 

 

TPA legislation provides the framework for negotiating and passing trade agreements at the federal level. The 

TPA establishes collaboration and review standards for U.S. trade negotiations, ensuring that Congress and the 

president can work together to advance trade agreements with other countries. 

 

The TPA is a bipartisan system of checks and balances that will help Congress and the president work together 

and get things done. It is important for Congress to pass the TPA to give U.S. negotiators full leverage in trade 

negotiations, allowing us to maximize export opportunities that benefit job creators, workers, and farmers. 

 

Currently, the Trans-Pacific Partnership is being negotiated. This agreement, which will include 12 Asia-Pacific 

countries — Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, the 

United States, and Vietnam — will represent nearly 40 percent of global GDP. 

 

Iowa already has a strong relationship in the 

Asia-Pacific region. On average, Iowa exports $8 

billion annually in goods to the markets covered 

by the TPP. 

 

The TPP will open up new markets for exporters 

and raise standards for emerging economies that 

benefit U.S. trade interests by ensuring a level 

playing field abroad. This includes strong 

protections for intellectual property, enforceable 

labor standards, and a more transparent, 

consistent regulatory environment. 

 

Last year, Iowa hosted the Midwest U.S.-Japan 



Association Conference, which focuses on the growth and economic relations between Midwestern states and 

Japan. 

 

Once the TPP is enacted, Iowans can strengthen our relationship with Japan to export more products and more 

easily access the world's fourth largest economy. This year alone, a temporary expansion of Japan's imports of 

beef from the U.S. raised the total beef exports by more than 50 percent. Japan also imports $1.9 billion in pork 

annually. 

 

We live and work in global economy. Our future trade success is contingent upon having a bipartisan process in 

place for congress and the president to use as well as strong protections to benefit our citizens. 

 

Please join me in urging federal leaders to advance the Trade Promotion Authority and to finalize and approve 

the Trans-Pacific Partnership this year. 

 

Kim Reynolds has served as Lieutenant Governor of Iowa since January 2011. You can follow her on Twitter at 

@KimReynoldsIA and find her on Facebook at www.facebook.com/KimReynoldsIA. 
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