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Impacts of Climate Actions on Human Health 

A growing body of scientific research is revealing that the world’s climate challenges are 
inextricably linked to health challenges. In fact, researchers at the Max Planck Institute 
for Chemistry, the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and others report 
that air pollution costs nearly 9 million lives1 worldwide every year – with low-income 
communities and communities of color bearing a disproportionate share of these 
impacts. The COVID-19 pandemic has only served to underscore these challenges, as 
Black and Latinx communities in the U.S. have seen significantly greater risks of 
hospitalization and premature death due to the virus. 

Biogen has a long-standing commitment to corporate responsibility, and in 2014, we 
took a clear stance on climate change by becoming the first company in the life 
sciences industry to achieve carbon neutrality. But we did not stop there. Last month, 
Biogen announced the next step in our corporate responsibility journey: our Healthy 
Climate, Healthy LivesTM initiative, a forward-thinking plan that will invest $250 million 
over 20 years to eliminate fossil fuel emissions across our operations and advance 
science that will address the health effects of air pollution in collaboration with premier 
research institutions. 
 
As a global pioneer in neuroscience, we at Biogen recognize we cannot lead in health 
without reducing our operational impact on the planet. Our Healthy Climate, Healthy 
LivesTM initiative is aimed squarely at combatting the interrelated challenges of climate 
change, health, and equity by going beyond carbon neutrality to eliminate fossil fuel 
emissions from our operations by 2040. Biogen also became the first U.S. 
pharmaceutical company to join the Business Ambition for 1.5C, with Science Based 
Targets Initiative approval of our new targets, realizing the most ambitious designation 
available through the Science Based Targets Initiative. 
     
Going fossil fuel free is not the only component of Healthy Climate, Healthy Lives.TM We 
are also building collaborations with MIT and the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health to, among other goals, better model the impacts of climate actions on human 
health and advance research on the potential link between air pollution and brain health 
specifically. Evidence suggests that air pollution can potentially slow cognitive 
development, even increasing the likelihood for neurodegenerative diseases to 
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1 https://academic.oup.com/cardiovascres/article/116/11/1910/5770885 
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develop later in life. Vulnerable populations are disproportionately exposed to this risk. 
Our collaborations will be critical to improving health outcomes in these vulnerable 
groups. For example, Biogen’s work with the Harvard Chan School of Public Health is 
designed to help under-resourced healthcare clinics identify and address climate risks, 
such as extreme heat, to improve patient health. Going forward, we will look to 
introduce new collaborations with institutions and thought leaders in nationwide to 
further address the science-based targets of our initiative and study the interconnected 
challenges of climate, health, and equity.  
 


