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CDC Awards Grants to State Agencies to Build a Public Health 
Infrastructure for Alzheimer’s 

 
In September, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced the state 
agency award recipients for the Building our Largest Dementia (BOLD) Infrastructure for 
Alzheimer’s Act grants. The BOLD Infrastructure for Alzheimer’s Act is aimed at building, 
sustaining, and growing public health capacity to address Alzheimer’s, dementia, cognitive 
health, and dementia caregiving across the country. BOLD activities align with recommended 
actions in the Healthy Brain Initiative’s (HBI) State and Local Public Health Partnerships to 
Address Dementia: The 2018-2023 Road Map and the Road Map for Indian Country. 
 
The grants will support state, local, and tribal public health departments in their efforts 
to: 

1. Establish a dementia coordinator position within the state agency to build a state 
government to coordinate all dementia-specific engagement across state government 
agencies and in coordination with key stakeholders. 

2. Implement and update state Alzheimer’s plans to ensure the state has a coordinated and 
ongoing, state-specific response to Alzheimer’s. 

3. Implement strategic actions identified in the Healthy Brain Initiative’s Public Health Road 
Map including promoting risk reduction, early diagnosis, management of comorbidities, 
and reducing avoidable hospitalizations.  

4. Implement effective Alzheimer’s interventions, including interventions identified by the 
Alzheimer’s Public Health Centers of Excellence. 

5. Increase Data collection at the state level through the annual Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System (BRFSS). 

 
The 2020 BOLD Public Health Program grant recipients are: 

● Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
● Georgia Department of Public Health 
● Hawaii State Department of Health 
● Iowa Department of Public Health 
● Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
● Maine Department of Health and Human Services 
● Minnesota Department of Health 
● Mississippi State Department of Health 
● Nevada Department of Health and Human Services 
● North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
● Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board 
● Oklahoma State Department of Health 
● Rhode Island Department of Health 
● Vermont Department of Health 
● Virginia Department of Health 
● Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
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The Alzheimer’s Association is pleased to be named one of the three BOLD Centers of 
Excellence and to help lead the nation in developing and disseminating public health strategies, 
resources, and guidance that aim to reduce the risk of cognitive decline and dementia. The 
Association’s work will also focus on addressing and improving risk reduction for communities 
disproportionately affected by Alzheimer’s and other dementia as well as building capacity 
among public health agencies, particularly at the local level. 
 
Lieutenant Governors have been at the forefront of recognizing Alzheimer’s as a public 
health crisis. In 2018 the National Lieutenant Governors Association (NLGA) adopted a 
Resolution supporting the implementation of the HBI Road Map and encouraging lieutenant 
governors to seek a comprehensive, nationwide public health approach by asking state public 
health departments to implement effective Alzheimer’s interventions such as increasing early 
detection and diagnosis, reducing risk and preventing avoidable hospitalizations. In 2020 NLGA 
adopted another Resolution in support of educating the public on available Alzheimer’s 
resources and the need for additional education in the early detection and diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s for physicians.  
 
Congress appropriated $10 million for the 2020 grants and Alzheimer’s advocates are currently 
asking Congress to appropriate $20 million to implement the BOLD Infrastructure for 
Alzheimer’s Act at the CDC in Fiscal Year 2021. 
 
Do you want to prime your state to be a future BOLD grant recipient? Consider 
connecting with your state’s Alzheimer’s Association policy director and your 
Department of Health to: 

1. Identify ways to implement the Healthy Brain Initiative. 
2. Ensure Alzheimer’s is included in the State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP). 
3. Review implementation of the state Alzheimer’s plan and determine the status of your 

state’s timeline for updating the state plan. 
 
November is National Family Caregivers Awareness Month and a great time to lead on 
Alzheimer’s!  
 
For more information and/or to be connected with the Alzheimer’s Association policy 
director in your state, please contact Jennifer Rosen (jrosen@alz-aim.org), Director of 
State Affairs for the Alzheimer’s Association and Alzheimer’s Impact Movement (AIM).  


