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Colorado Lt. Governor Dianne Primavera: Improving Health Care for All Coloradans 
 
Governor Polis and I have prioritized the improvement of the health care delivery system in 
Colorado since taking office in 2018. One of the Governor’s first actions was to create the Office 
of Saving People Money on Health Care (OSPMHC), which serves as the cornerstone of our 
efforts to reduce the cost of health care for Coloradans. The OSPMHC focuses on identifying and 
addressing the root causes of the cost of health care, and works to reduce patient cost and make 
insurance more affordable. Additionally, the OSPMHC is dedicated to ensuring coordination and 
collaboration across state agencies and government efforts that aim to save Coloradans money 
and make sure every person gets the care they need. In fact, the OSPMHC coordinates the All 
Roads Lead to Health Cabinet where leaders from more than 10 state agencies collaborate on 
health care issues that cross cut sectors like housing, education, public safety, and food security.  I 
am proud to serve as the Office Director and oversee it as part of my duties as lieutenant 
governor.  
 
In the two short years since its creation, the OSPMHC has achieved great results. I am particularly 
proud of the passage of SB20-215, which established a reinsurance program and financial 
assistance for Coloradans seeking health insurance in the private market.  As a result, we have 
reduced insurance premiums for Coloradans buying their own insurance in the private market by 
an average of 20.2% statewide, and we will be the first state in the nation to make private health 
coverage affordable for Coloradans in the ‘family glitch’ and those without proper documentation. 
We have also worked with our state legislature to lead the way in laying the foundation to create a 
Colorado Health Insurance Option to save consumers money and inject competition in the health 
care marketplace.  
 
We have also launched reforms of our primary care and behavioral health care systems to ensure 
that Coloradans are getting whole-person care.  As an Executive Committee member of the 
Behavioral Health Task Force, I played a key leadership role resulting in the release of a blueprint 
for behavioral health reform that included the establishment of a statewide behavioral health 
administration, increasing tele-health behavioral services, and implementing regional care 
coordination to assist consumers with navigating behavioral health services. 
 
I also oversee the Office of eHealth Innovation (OeHI), which is core to our state’s efforts to 
reform health care. OeHI is responsible for developing, refining, and implementing Colorado’s 
state health information technology strategy.  To support our administration’s effort to reduce 
prescription drug costs,  OeHI has helped  launch a statewide prescriber tool embedded in 
electronic health records to help providers share affordable medication and other treatment 
options while they are with their patients. This helps prevent surprises when patients pick up their 
medications. 
 
This innovation is key to disrupting the status quo of health care, and  ultimately saving people 
money on health care.  In 2020, OeHI advanced numerous innovative projects to support the use 
of telemedicine, health information exchange, and data analytics.  OeHI co-hosted Prime Health’s 
Annual Innovation Challenge, which focused on advancing health equity and affordability through 
health technology innovation. Competitors from around the world focused on social impact, 



diversity, equity, and inclusion in health innovation, affordability, behavioral health, rural health, 
and access barriers. As a result, winners  walked away with a total of $150,000 in prize funding, 
sponsored by the Colorado Health Foundation, to help tech companies from around the world 
implement their ideas and make an impact for Coloradans.  
 
As a four-time cancer survivor, I have dedicated my career to being a champion for patients and I 
remain committed to lowering health care costs for all Coloradans . As we move into the second 
half of our term, Governor Polis and I are looking forward to building on the success of our 
ambitious health care agenda and charting a better course for health care consumers and 
providers, collaborating with innovative partners, and coordinating across agencies to ensure a 
patient-centric approach to care.  
 

 
 


