
 

 
 
 
 

National Lieutenant Governors Association 
 

NLGA State Strategies in Health 
January 15, 2021 

 
Michigan Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist:  

Addressing Racial Health Disparities & Rolling Out Vaccines 
 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare the health 
inequities among minority populations and people of 
color in our country, and Michigan was not immune 
to those challenges.  
 
In Michigan, we soon realized that our Black 
residents were dying at much higher rates than any 
other groups in our state. In March and April 2020, 
they accounted for 40% of COVID deaths, while 
making up just 14% of the population – a statistic 
that I found unacceptable, and indicative of a larger 
problem of disparities of health outcomes in minority 
populations.  

 
Through executive order, Governor Whitmer created the Michigan Coronavirus Task Force on 
Racial Disparities, appointing me as Chair. We immediately got to work evaluating how racial bias 
impacts health outcomes, how the state can address barriers to healthcare in communities of color, 
and how we could quickly improve COVID testing and treatment for vulnerable Michiganders. 
 
Unfortunately, people of color face a two-fold problem of increased health risks and a lack of 
access to healthcare: they are less likely to have a primary care doctor, more likely to be 
considered ‘essential’ workers and unable to remain at home, and more likely to rely on public 
transportation.  In Detroit, 30% of the people living there don’t have a car.  
 
The Task Force released our interim report in November 2020, focusing on the following core 
areas:  
• Support and strengthen the strategic infection testing infrastructure, especially in those communities 

most at-risk. 

• Connect vulnerable communities to primary care. 

• Study the causes of racial disparities, and recommend immediate policy solutions to address them. 

• Increase access to telehealth services. 

• Address environmental injustices that impact health outcomes. 
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With efforts such as expanded coronavirus testing, distribution of free masks, public information on 
social distancing and other safety measures, and support for those in quarantine, we have already 
seen the percentage of Black Michiganders’ COVID deaths drop from 40% in the spring to just 
5.7% in early Fall.  
 
With the rollout of vaccines happening now, my hope is the Task Force’s work will continue to 
assist with vaccinating at-risk populations and helping Michiganders stay as healthy as possible. 
Beginning this week, we are starting the vaccination process for: residents age 65 years and older, 
police and first responders, frontline state and federal workers, jail and prison staff members, 
teachers, and childcare providers. So far, more than 140,000 vaccines have already been 
administered to health care workers.  
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