
 
 

Connecticut’s State Innovation Model and Public Health 
Health Equity Through Delivery Reform Approaches 

 
Connecticut is a healthcare leader, rolling out one of the country’s most effective 
healthcare marketplaces and subsequently cutting our uninsured rate from 8 percent 
to 3.8 percent. However, we are also among the many states facing significant 
disparities in access to healthcare, positive healthcare outcomes, and health status.  
In a state that is rapidly diversifying racially, ethnically and linguistically—over fifty 
languages are spoken in some regions of the state—focusing on closing health equity 
gaps is imperative to improving the overall public health and supporting a growing 
economy. 

 
Health inequities in Connecticut persist in part because of a lack of a coordinated and collaborative 
effort uniting care delivery and longer-term public health strategies. In response, Connecticut launched 
its State Innovation Model (SIM) Test Grant to bring together its public health strategy and healthcare 
delivery reforms with an eye on addressing four primary challenges: narrowing inequities in healthcare 
and outcomes, improving public health, reducing healthcare costs, and improving the care experience. 
 
SIM focuses on transforming healthcare delivery in the state by developing an advanced primary care 
medical home (AMH) model that prioritizes the elimination of health inequities.  Recognizing that many 
of the services patients need are outside of a provider’s office, SIM’s Clinical and Community Integration 
Program (CCIP) builds on the medical home model to integrate non-clinical services with primary care 
treatment. The CCIP standards directly address health inequity by requiring a condition-specific health 
equity intervention pilot to ensure networks identify and address inequities in treatment, care, and 
outcomes.  
 
Connecticut also established the Population Health Council—an entity that identifies public health 
objectives and measures statewide health improvement. The Council works hand-in-hand to address 
health inequities in both access to high-quality care, as well as monitoring innovations that reduce the 
cost of care and spur better outcomes. 
 
Connecticut SIM is part of an overarching public health strategy that identifies inequities, targets 
barriers to care, and measures the outcomes. While we set high goals for public health, in achieving 
these goals we are building a healthier state, a more productive workforce, and a stronger economy.  
 

 


