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In February, Arkansas 

Governor Asa Hutchinson assembled a 17 member Council 

on Common Core Review, which included parents, 

teachers, educators and community leaders, and myself as 

Chair. The governor, although not required by law, 

appointed the Council and asked us to take an in-depth look 

into the Common Core State Standards (CCSS)—including 

testing and data privacy—and provide him with initial 

recommendations in early summer and final 

recommendations in the fall. As an Arkansan, and a father of two young children in the Little 

Rock public school system, this issue was not academic to me—it was personal. 

The Council’s priority was to listen. I am convinced that one of the mistakes made years 

ago was the implementation of the CCSS without sufficient listening and communication with 

Arkansans, parents and teachers in particular. The process to make systemic change, such as 

adoption of education standards, must be bottom-up and cooperative, not top-down and 

bureaucratic. 

We relied heavily on public input, especially via our nine city listening tour and public 

hearings held in the State Capitol. The listening tour, which totaled 18 hours, allowed the 

Council to hear from parents, teachers and concerned Arkansans in their communities. The 
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hearings were an opportunity to hear from teachers, educators, professors, recognized curriculum 

and standards experts, representatives of testing companies and government officials. Over five 

short weeks, we heard approximately 40 hours of testimony in five days, which included 16 

panels and 50 witnesses.  

The Council worked diligently to separate myth from reality and let the facts lead us at 

every stage of the process, even when it wasn’t convenient or popular. We heard from folks who 

like common core, dislike common core and every view in between. I made a commitment to 

hear from a broad range of perspectives, and we did that.  

We reached a decision on testing in early summer and provided the governor an initial 

recommendation he could use before the looming mid-summer testing deadline: During the 

listening tour, testing was raised by parents and teachers as much or more than the CCSS. The 

Council voted to end the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 

(PARCC) test and replace it with a test prepared by American College Testing (ACT). A number 

of factors led us to this decision, including the national recognition of ACT, the ACT’s reduced 

testing time and the ACT’s relevance to students. Further, I believe that we must ultimately have 

comparability between states and on this point, I believe PARCC is a descendant brand from 

which states are fleeing, and ACT is becoming more and more attractive, especially for states 

who have decided to revise, rebrand or break from the CCSS. On the day of the Board’s 

decision, I had a group of about five or six teachers stop me and tell me as I was picking up my 

five-year-old son at one of the highest performing Little Rock public schools, “Get rid of 

PARCC.” The governor endorsed the recommendation, and the Board ultimately decided to 

support the recommendation to replace PARCC with ACT. I believe this decision to switch tests 

will serve our children well and bring quality, relevancy and certainty to the testing process.  



The Council finalized and publicly released our final findings and recommendations to 

the governor on July 30. At the end of the day, it’s simple what we recommended: Where the 

standards could be better, we recommended they be made better. We emphasized the need for 

constant communication and collaboration with Arkansans, and the need for a comprehensive 

review of the standards with the goal of revising, improving and replacing standards to ensure 

that they are consistent with Arkansas’s educational goals. We addressed the concerns parents 

had about date privacy and the areas in which testing could be improved. It is clear to me that we 

all want the very best for our children and Arkansas. We are committed to high standards, high 

expectations, high performance and an inclusive and transparent process as we improve our 

educational system.  For the Council’s findings and recommendations see the link below… 

http://ltgovernor.arkansas.gov/news/detail/council-on-common-core-review-provides-

governor-unanimous-findings-and-reco 

 

 


