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State Strategies in Energy & Environmental Stewardship  
Transboundary Water Quality and Habitat Integrity:  Encouraging Collaboration and Transparency 
between Alaska and Canada and involvement of stakeholders and Tribes 
 
The goal of the Walker/Mallott Administration is to protect the quality of 
transboundary waters, our livelihood and our way of life in Southeast Alaska. In 
response to increased mining activity in northwestern British Columbia, Canada 
and increasing concerns from Alaskan stakeholders and Tribes, our office has 
increased its efforts to facilitate and promote the protection of water quality, 
quantity, and watershed integrity in Alaska. 
 
As the governor’s fishery policy advisor, I established the Transboundary 
Working Group to improve the State's involvement in activities proposed in 
British Columbia (BC) that could impact Alaskan waters and fish. The 
Transboundary Working Group is composed of the commissioners of the 
Departments of Environmental Conservation, Fish and Game, and Natural 
Resources.  I have created a transboundary webpage to direct interested parties to 
additional resources.     
 
I invited BC Minister of Mines and Energy, William Bennett to come to Southeast Alaska—meet the people 
whose lives depend on the transboundary rivers for the food on their table and the businesses they own. Bennett 
and I flew up the Taku River in a helicopter with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and saw the 
shuttered Canadian Tulsequah Chief Mine as well as stopping at fish wheel escapement camps to understand the 
salmon journey up the river.  The BC delegation, including high-ranking mining and environmental regulators, 
held candid discussions with their Alaska counterparts from our Transboundary working group to create a 
framework for further discussions and improvements. 
 
And for the first time in more than twenty years, government officials with the State of Alaska and British 
Columbia met face-to-face with Alaska tribes, Southeast municipalities, fishermen, legislators, mining industry 
and environmental organization representatives to build relationships and discuss the long-term protection of 
transboundary waters, principally the Taku, Stikine and Unuk watersheds. 
 
In the past, much of the collaboration between the Alaska and BC relating to transboundary mines has been 
during the Environmental Assessment and Permitting processes.  In addition to enhancing Alaska participation 
in these processes , the parties intend to look at useful means to share information and concerns relating to other 
stages of a mine’s life, specifically the operational, shutdown, closure and reclamation phases.  Again, a key 
goal is transparency with the Tribes, First Nations and the public.   



 

 

 
Figure 1- Jeff Williams, Minister William Bennett, Lt. Governor Byron Mallott, and Commissioner Sam Cotten travel up the Taku River to observe US/Canada border 
collaboration and Tulsequah Chief Mine remnants. 

 
 
Currently we are coordinating with stakeholders, Tribes, federal agencies, and British Columbia officials to 
construct a Statement of Cooperation.  It is our goal that this document will strengthen our collaboration and 
communication with BC to include initiatives such as:   

• Collect baseline water quality data on transboundary waters and develop a joint monitoring program 
to help us identify any changes in water quality or ecosystem health in the future, 

• Develop opportunities jointly with British Columbia that facilitate our state and federal agencies, 
Tribes, and Alaska public to more fully participate in the permitting and environmental review of 
transboundary projects, 

• Ensure that state and federal agencies, Tribes, and the Alaska public have access to current 
information on the environmental performance of closed and operating mines and any other 
significant commercial developments in the transboundary region, 

• Engage with British Columbia in addressing issues of broader concern, including: 1) government 
oversight of the design and maintenance of tailings facilities, and 2) the mechanism for fairly 
compensating economic losses in the event of a tailings dam failure or other catastrophic release of 
waste water and other pollution to transboundary waters. 

 
Governor Walker and I look forward to building on the decades of cooperation between Alaska and our 
Canadian neighbors in this effort.  We will continue to discuss the issues and seek to enhance our collaboration 
with the numerous stakeholders, Tribes, federal partners, municipalities and other organizations who share a 
commitment to the protection of our waters, our livelihoods and our way of life in Southeast Alaska. 
 
 


