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National Lieutenant Governors Association

Resolution Supporting Access to Mental Health Medications

WHEREAS, schizophrenia is the 15" leading cause of disability worldwide' and an assessment of the
economic costs of schizophrenia in the United States was calculated to be $281 billion in 2020,% and

WHEREAS, bipolar disorder is the 25™ leading cause of disability worldwide® and the estimated total
annual national economic burden of bipolar disorder was more than $195 billion, with approximately 25%
attributed to direct medical costs,* and

WHEREAS, over 380,000 emergency department visits annually involved adults with schizophrenia® and
about one-half of these visits led to either a hospital admission (32.7%) or a transfer to a psychiatric
hospital (16.7%),° and

WHEREAS, The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality Statistical Brief identifies schizophrenia as
the 7" most common diagnosis for all cause 30-day adult hospital readmissions across all insurers,’ and

WHEREAS, over 1 in 5 homeless persons are living with a serious mental illness,® and 2 million people
with serious mental illness are jailed every year,’ and

WHEREAS, certain serious mental illnesses can be effectively treated with FDA-approved medications.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Lieutenant Governors Association (NLGA)
supports strategies to improve access to medications for individuals with serious mental illnesses.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA supports open access or limited use of prior authorization
or fail first policies for medications used to treat serious mental illnesses.
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19 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NLGA supports recently adopted strategies in Texas, '°

20 Florida,!' Georgia,'? Michigan'? and Maine'* recognizing the importance of access to FDA-approved

21 medications that allow the patient and their prescriber to determine their treatment plan, including
medication.

ADOPTED, this day, the 22" of July, 2022.

Sponsors: Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist (D — Michigan), Lt. Governor Adam Gregg (R — lowa)

107exas HB2822

HFlorida SB 534

12 Georgia HB1013
13 Michigan SB412
14 Maine L.D.1268
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https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/87R/billtext/pdf/HB02822F.pdf#navpanes=0
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_s0534er.DOCX&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=0534&Session=2022
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/61365
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2021-2022/publicact/pdf/2022-PA-0019.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=SP0420&item=3&snum=130

