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RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE USE OF “SOUND SCIENCE” IN EVALUATING
CROP PROTECTION BIOTECHNOLOGY AND NUTRIENTS
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WHEREAS, a sustainable agricultural system in the United States is critical to the continued production
of food, feed, and fiber to meet both domestic and global demands; and
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WHEREAS, the treatment, prevention and control of agricultural pests is critically important to the
health and welfare of our residents and the safety of our global food, feed, and fiber supply; and
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WHEREAS, the availability of modern agricultural technologies such as precision farming equipment,
crop protection biotechnology, genetically engineered or enhanced traits, and agricultural nutrients are
critically important tools that allow farmers to expand yields, reduce environmental impacts, improve
profitability and provide a safe, healthy, abundant and affordable food supply; and
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WHEREAS, the agriculture and food production industries have a long history of success and safety in
protecting and further enhancing the food, feed, and fiber supply of U. S. residents and the world; and
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WHEREAS, the agriculture industry is recognized as an important contributor to the economic vitality of
the States through jobs, capital investment, farm income, value added sectors and contributions to the
state’s tax base; and
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WHEREAS, from the USDA to the EPA, from Congress and the state legislatures to the state EPA
Departments and state Agriculture Departments, the crop protection and biotechnology industries are
among the most studied and regulated of all industries at both the State and Federal levels; and

19
20
21

WHEREAS, the continued success of these industries and our Nation’s position as a world leader in
agriculture and food processing depends on state and federal regulators utilizing sound science-based data
to assess both product and ingredient safety; and
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WHEREAS, sound science should be the bedrock of our nation’s regulatory system: and
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the National Lieutenant Governors Association
hereby encourages its members to rely on data based on sound science to assist in the goal of ensuring
that the bedrock of our US regulatory system is maintained whenever assessing the impacts and the
regulation of modern agricultural technologies, including but not limited to biotechnology, genetically
engineered or enhanced traits, and nutrients.
Sponsors: Lt. Governor Sue Ellspermann IN; Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds IA; Lt. Governor Nancy
Wyman CT; Additional co-sponsors: Lt. Governor Dan McKee, RI; Lt. Governor Jeff Colyer, MD, KS;
Lt. Governor Tim Griffin, AR

